TEACHING IN/ABOUT MICHIGAN: RESOURCES FOR

TEACHERS
JULIE KING LIVONIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND EASTERN MICHIGAN WRITING
Michigan is indeed a state to be celebrated. Reflecting on the brilliant changing of the seasons, we are reminded of our great northern beauty, the vastness of surrounding great lakes and the rich history Michigan has to offer. This resources column focuses on a variety of treasures that Michigan offers its educators. From celebrated authors and a wealth of historical museums to websites that enrich and inform, this state offers much to celebrate.
Finding Michigan's Authors
Michigan authors and illustrators are relatively easy to find via the Internet. Two websites in particular yield helpful information for those interested in learning about authors and planning school visitations. Fiction is not the only thing this author has to offer. In addition, he serves as an inspiring model for young writers. In talks for educators and students, Curtis tells his story of beginning to write while he worked on a factory line in Flint, Michigan, writing during his down time. With the encouragement of his wife, he finally decided to take a leap and write his first novel, The Watson~ Go To Birmingham, set in Flint, Michigan in 1963. He can be heard at a variety of conferences around the country, and is also available for school visits. Plan to book him far in advance, as he is popular.
Michigan Authors and
The Wastons Go To Birmingham, 1963
Intermediate Grades / Middle School This is a novel that makes kids want to read. Kenny, the main character, is the middle child in a family of five living in Flint, Michigan in 1963. The book hooks the young reader right away in a hilarious account involving the older, "juvenile delinquent" brother, stuck by the lips to the family'S car in the freezing cold. As the story progresses, the undertones become more serious as Curtis takes the reader on a journey to the south which ends in Binningham, Alabama during the church bombing that killed two little girls. The Watsons Go To Birmingham paints an honest historical picture of one family's experience with difficult times and prejudice in the 1960's.
Bud, Not Buddy
Intennediate I Middle School Bud, not Buddy, as the main character prefers to be called, is a young boy barely tolerating an orphanage in Flint. In his small box of keepsakes left from his mother, a flier of a jazz band in Grand Rapids gives him a hint of whom and where his father might be. Bud travels across the state in search of his father, and we experience the world according to Bud, at times hilarious and at other times painfully accurate. This is another great catch for middle school students; even the most reluctant readers relate to Bud's plight. A highlight of the MVU site is that it offers free on line tools and mini online courses for educators. This feature is part of the state's Teacher Technology Initiative, and includes a wide variety of topics relating to using technology.
Jonathan
In addition, the MVU sponsors the Michigan Virtual High School. The MVHS does not award diplomas through its institution, but rather provides online courses as an option for Michigan's students. School districts and students can take advantage of this resource to take courses not available at their local high school. Topics range from traditional courses to AP tutorials and courses and include many technology related areas.
